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| Saurowuny IVI ART. Sep. 17. 1767. 
Reſol ved, Nemine Contradicente, | 


HAT che Thinks of 'this Anniverſary 

| Meeting be given to the Rev. the DEAN 
of SALISBURY, for the Sermon this Day 
preached by him, ,at the Requeſt of the Society ; 
and that he be deſired to deliver a Copy of the | 
fame to, the 2 ae in order chat = of them 
may he Ou” "8: £ 
R A D N 0 k. Preſident. 


* 


By Or der of the Governors, 
Jonx TvuRNER, Secretary. 


T.Q 


THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE EARL OF 
RADNOR, PRESIDENT, 


AND THE REST OF THE NOBILITY AND 
GENTRY, GOVERNORS OF THIS INFIRMARY, 


Tris SERMON, PREACHED AND PUBLISHED AT THEIR 
REQUEST, IS, WITH ALL DUE RESPECT, INSCRIBED, 
BY THEIR | "4 5 
VERY FAITHFUL 
. AND OBEDIENT Servant, 


T. GREENE. 
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F Cuxoxrerzs xxix x Chap. Verſe 1405 


1 W, ho am I; a her are my. People, that. We 
ſhould be able to offer ſo willingly after | this 
Sort? For all Things come of lde; and of thine 
on have we re lber. Hh 


hs 


F HESE Words contain the deyout Reflect | 
J ons of King David upon a very joyful and 
| n Occaſion. The People of Iſrael, encou- 
raged by the Ex: mple and Intreaties of David, 
had contributed moſt willingly and liberally to the 
great Work of building a Temple to the Ho- 
nour and Glory of that God, who had done ſo 
great Things for them. Ws 


( 2 ] 
An Occaſion, which, if Pride and Vain-Glory 
could ever become fo imperfect a Creature as 
Man is, might have juſtified David in the fulleſt 
Indulgence of them —— But far different was 
his Behaviour upon it —— We do not ſee him 
venting his Joy in. impious Boaſtings, like the 
proud Nebuchadnezzar, upon the Review of the 
Wealth and Power of his Kingdom, but in a 
devout and humble Reflection upon his own, and 
his Peoples abſolute Dependance upon Him, of 
whom all Things come; and from this Reflecti- 
on drawing this juſt and natural Concluſion 


_ © Of thine own have we given thee —— But why 


am I, and what are my People," that we ſhould be 
able to offer fo willingly after this Sort? For all 
Things come of thee, and of thine own have we 

given thee —— Which Words, at the fame 
Time that they fet forth a moſt amiable Picture 
of Humility and Gratitude in King David, do 
likewiſe convey to us a moſt uſeful Leſſon of In- 


1 ſtruction not unſuitable to che ae n 


teaching us 


I the firſt 3 to a es Self-Sufli- 
ciency and Confidence in our Riches, and " 


_ [i xj _ 

look up to Him, upon whoſe Bounty and Gobd: 
neſs we depend wholly for the Enjoyment and 
Preſervation of them; and ſuggeſting likewiſe to 
us the beſt and toſt powerful Motive to employ 
our Wealth in ſuch a Manner; as will be moſt 
acceptable to God, and moſt conducive to the 
Honour and min, of his Name. 1 


— 


f. 83 qavght- to mand; aint Selk. | 
 Lalficiency and Confidence in our Wealth, and 


to look up to Him, upon whom alone we depend 
for the ** and Preſervation wa £17 


2 * ä 


" Io Doe 
nour to the Human, Heart, and yet it is tao 
obvious to eſcape our Notice, that inſtead of 
feeling a more lively. Senſe of Gratitude in Pro- 
portion to the Bleſſings we receive, they inſen- 
Gbly leſſen in our Eſtimation, and we grow 
forgetful of the, Hand which gave them. Nay, 
that even at the very Time we are enjoying 

ha -_ diſtinguiſhed Marks of God's Few 


HT K. a | thankful See 


. Flow of Riche 
B 2 + : | and 


” 4 1 
and Proſperity, which is too apt to lead us into 


an irreligious Confidence in them, into a vain 
Preſumption of our own Skill and Prudence in 
acquiring them, and a fond Conceit of our 


Power and Ability to preſerve them. —It is 
upon this Account that: Riches are. ſo ſeverely 


ſpoken againſt in Scripture—not that the meer 
Poſſeſſion of Riches has in itſelf any Thing bad 


or crim inal, but as it is too commonly attended 


with a yain Confidence in them, and a Diſre- 


gard to the Giver of them.——It is againſt 
this Corruption of Mind, that the ſevere Sen- 
tence pronounced by our Saviour againſt rich 
Men is levelled— How hardh ly ſhall a rich Man 
enter into the K. ingdom of God! Which he af. 
terwards explains and ſoftens by confining this 
Reflection to ſuch only as truſt in their Riches. 
——And it is to guard againſt this fatal Abuſe | 

of Riches, that the Rules and Commands are 
ſo frequently urged, both in the Old and New | 
Teſtament— Thus, when Moſes had deſcribed 
to the Iſraelites the Wealth and Plenty of 


that good Land, whither the Lord God would 


bring them, he does not intimate any Sin they 
would be guilty: of i in the Uſe and En joyment 
of 


[ #F 
of the good Things they would find there, but 
only warns them againſt an irreligious Confi- 4 
dence in them. To the ſame Purpoſe is the 
Direction of St. Paul to Timothy, that he 
ſhould charge them, who are rich in this World, 
that they be not bigh-minded; nor truſt in au 
certain Riches, but in the living God, who giveth 
us all Things richly to enjoy.— And in the Ex- 
ample of King David, now before us, we have 
theſe Rules inforced and illuſtrated by his own 
Practice, upon an Occaſion, not unlike that of 
the preſent. Solemnity, when we are met toge- 
ther to congratulate with each other upon the 
| flouriſhing State of an excellent Inſtitution, lately 
founded in this Neighbourhood, upon the God- 
like Principles of Compaſſion and Benevo- 
lence to do Honour to the Governors, 
Guardians, Benefactors, and Subſeribers, by 
| whoſe pious Care and Fidelity it is maintained 
and conducted; to implore God's Bleſſing 

upon this good Work, and Labour of Ch riſtian 

Love and to exhort and encourage each 

other in the Support and Increaſe of it—An 
Inſtitution, the acknowledged Merit and exten- 
five Uſe of which will 1 more ftrongly in | 
ils 


—— — — 


[6] 
its awn Behalf, and recommend it more pow- 8 
erfully to your Protection than wy My Fong 
159 Hoe anger | 


2 | Waar an Idea does the View of io 
great and uſeful public Charities, founded in 
this Kingdom, and ſupported by free and vo- 


luntary Contribution, give us of the Wealth | 


and Proſperity of our Country l and how plead: 
ing a Senſation muſt it raiſe in every good and 
benevolent Heart, to fee the Zeal, the Willing⸗ 
neſs, and Liberality of the Governors, Guardi- 
ans, Benefactors and (Subſcribers, in providing 
for: almaſt every Species of Diſtreſs and Calamity 
incident to their Fellow-Creatures! And upon 

this View, what more natural or becoming Re- 

flection can offer than that, which . 
itſelf to Nang David, an: a like Occafion? 


4 


Wa T are this People, that hn ſhould. he 
able to offer ſo willingly and liberally after this 
Sort? — Whence. all this Wealth, this Power, 
and Ability but from Him from.zvhom alone.come 
| Riches and Honour, who Teigueth over all, and in 
mw Hands alone it is to nabe great, and give 

Strength 


L zh | 
Strength. to all? . To his good Providence is, 
owing every Blefling and Advantage, whether 
natural, civil, or religious, which we enjoy 
Whence the Mildneſs and general Fruitfulneſs of 
our Climate, but from Him, in whoſe .. Hands are 
all the Corners of the Earth? The Ses tao is Bin, 
and he hath made it not only a Defence againſt 
the Injuries and Encroachments of our Neigh- 
bours,. but a Channel. thro' which Riches and 
Plenty are 1 in upon us from every Nee 
of the World. 


To his watchful Care over us is owing the ſe 
cure and quiet Enjoyment of our own Poſſeſſions; 
the Protection of the beſt and mildeſt Laws, ad- 

miniſtered with the moſt impartial Juſtice, under 
the Government of a Prince, who, as well as his 
| Royal - Anceſtors, has always. made theſe Laws the 
Rule of all his Actions ——To what but God's | 
good Providence is it owing that we enjoy the. 
clear Light of the Goſpel, unclouded by the 
Darkneſs of I nes 9 N | 


Bur beſides theſe Refletions upon the — | 
Bleflings we 8 as a = ages we are led Uke 
2 8 wiſe 


8] 
wiſe by the Words of the Text {who am I) to 
reflect every one upon his own Situation and Cir- 
cumſtances as an Individual Thie diſtreſſed and 
miſerable Objects, which have already been reliev- 
ed by this infant Charity, and the Numbers which 
have annually been ſo by the many other Charities 
eſtabliſhed i in this Kingdom, ſet before us indeed 
a very pleaſin g Picture of the Willingneſs, as well 
as Ability, of this Country, tb ſupport and promote 
theſe excellent Foundations But what 
Heart is not affected at the ſame Time with 


thoſe Scenes of Miſery, which they exhibit to. 
our View? = They ſhew indeed that Thou- 


| ſands are made happy by being reſtored to Eaſe 
and Health - - But how melancholy is the 
Reflection, chat Human Nature is expoſed to 
ſuch Variety of Wretchedneſs, and that there 
is no Sorrow in all this Train of Sickneſs and 
Calamity, under which we ſee ſo many ſuffer, 5 
but what we are all liable to, and which may be 
the unhappy Lot and Portion of us all ?!— While 
we ſee a Thouſand falling beſides tis, and ten Thou- 
ſand. at our  Right-Hand, let us aſk ourſelves; 
what are we, that none of theſe Evils ſhould bap- 


pen to us, nor ary of theſe Plagries come nigh our 
Delling? 


„ 
Dunlling We, who To- day are in full En- 
joyment of Health and Strength, may, without 
God's gracious Aid and Protection, by To-mor- 


row 's Dawn be laid upon the Bed of Sickneſs, 


feeble and ſore · mitten, and in Want of every 
Help and Comfort, which by theſe charitable | 
Societies; are are provided for the Sufferings of our 

Fellow=Ciectures—i==We, who are now bleſſed 


with the Uſe of our Limbs and bodily Organs, 


may, 7 if his Angels keep not Charge over us, be 
reduced by ten Thouſand Accidents to the 


wretched Condition of the Impotent, Maimed, 


and Withered, that daily ſuc for "Adittance 


within your hoſpitable Walls Tho we may 


be exempted by the preſent Eaſe and Affluence 
of our Circumſtances from many of the Evils, 
which the Laborious and Neceſſitous ate more 


able to, yet let us conſider to whom we are in- 
debted for this Exemption, and who it is r that 
thus maketh u us to d, Nr. from another. He, who 
is now chathed in Purple and fine Linen, and 
Fareth fumptuouſly every Day, mi ight t, if Heaven 
had not been particularly indulgent to him, have 


been laid at the rich Man' 8 Door, e to be 
CS - fe 4 


; 
* 


[oo 1 < ; 
fed with the Gentile that jall from his Tall. 
They, who are this Day ſo generouſly employed 
S Care and Government: of this excellent 
them with iS ge 
tance, been now ſuing to this, as their only 
Hope and Relief under their preſſing Neceſſities. 
— r, happy as we may be, and ought to 
think ourſelves in our preſent Exemption from 
ſuch Cireumſtances, yet, who can ſecure to him - 
{elf one Day's Continuance of it Who can 
tell what a Day may bring forth, or how fad a 
Change To-morrow's Sun may behold, from this 
Day's lonrifhing Ente; det 3 


135 sven devout and humble Reflections upon our 
abſolute Dependance upon God for every Bleſſing ; 
we enjoy, cannot fail of raiſing even in the cold- 
eſt Heart a lively Senſe of Gratitude to him, 
from whence will naturally flow an earneſt Deſire 
of making the beſt Returns we can for all his 
Mercies, and an hearty ] Endeavour to employ his 
F avours in ſach: A Manner, as will be moſt pleaſ- 
in g to him, and moſt conducive | to the Honour | 


and Glory of his Name. 8 5 ; 
But 


[= EY 
But what Returns can ſach poor and depen'- 
dant Creatures as we are, make to the great 
Lord and Proprietor of the Univerſe?—Can we 
be any Ways profitable unto God, or af all con- 
tribute to his Honour and Glory? What Hoang 
ſhall we build for bim, who filleth Heaven an 
Barth? Will the Lord be pleaſed with Thouftnds 
of Rams, or ten Thouſand Rivers of Oil? — 
No He hath ſhewed thee, O Man what is good, 
andwhat doth the Lord thy God require of thee 
in Return for all the Bleſſings thou enjoyeſt, but 
willingly for his Sake to beſtow ſome Part of 


them in the Support, Relief, and Comfort of thy 
Fellow-Creatures OO this leads me to _ 


e * 1 propoſed. an an viz, 
the Motive ſuggeſted in the Text to employ our 
Wealth in ſuch. a Manner as will be moſt accep- 
: alt wat em ee de de ler 

nur and Cm af his M. 1% 


Natur E, Realan, and Experience, all furn ih 
us with powerful Motiyes to Charity and Com- 
paſſion; but we then act upon the nobleſt and moſt 
exalted of all Motives, when we perform our Acts 

9 | of 


17127 

of Charity out of a Senſe of Gratitad® to God, 
producing in us an earneſt Deſire of Conformity 
to his Example, and Obedience to his Will and 
Commandments ——This it is that gives Worth 
and Excellence. to them, and conſtitutes them 
truly religious Actions We are told in Scri p- 
ture that in the Likeneſs of himſelf did God create 
Man — In what then, may we aſk, can this 
Likeneſs conſiſt Not in Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge Not in Glory and Honour Not in 
Might and Pawer——In what then can we re- 
ſemble him, but in his Benevolence and Mercy? 
And very remarkable it is to this Purpoſe, 
that our Saviour in his Sermon on the Mount 
(as recited by St. Matthew) commands us 70 be 
perfebt as our Heavenly Father is perfect; which 
in the Parallel Place of St. Luke is rendered, Be 
ye merciful as your Father ah Iþ is "merciful — He ere- 
in ſhewing that all the Perfections, we are capa- 
ble of imitating God in here, are his Mercy and 
Goodneſs, Here, indeed, we may imitate the 

moſt glorious of Beings, and this in his moſt 
lovely and adorable Attributes—-Here i is Scope 
for the moſt boundleſs Ambition, to be con- 


tinually 5 


2 
43 


[13] 


tinually. reſembling Him, . who is the Fountiia | 
and Sum of all Perfection We may by our 


tender Care and Aſſiſtance like God, be a Helper 
to the Priendhſs, and a Father to the Fatherlſs— 
e may ſatisfy the Empty, and fill the Hungry 


Soul with our Goodneſs —We may help the Poor 


aut of their Miſery, by comforting thoſe that are 
broken in Heart and giving them Medicines to heal 
their Sickneſi——In the Scheme of Charity now 


| before us, there is Opportunity afforded for every 


one, according to his Abilities, to be inſtrumental 


in promoting ſome of theſe Godlike Acts of Mer- 


cy and Benevolence Every Individual, by lend- 


ing his Aſſiſtance, and throwing in even his 


Mite to this publick Stock, may, like the Uni- 
verſal Parent, be the Author of Eaſe, Health; 
and Comfort to thoſe about him Can any 

Thing in the World give a quicker Reliſh to our 
own Health and Proſperity? Can any Thing 
afford more ſolid Comfort to us in Sickneſs, Sor- 
row, and Adverſity, than to be able to apply to 
ourſelves the Reflection of holy Job ben tbe 

Ear heard ine, then it bleſſed ne; and when the 
I NE me, it gave witneſs unto me, becauſe I 
- did 


1 


| debvered the Pair that cried, and the Fatherhſs 


and him that had none to Belp; the Bleſſing of him 


that was ready to periſh came upon me, and T cauſed 


the Widow's Heart to fing for Joy? Compare 


_ the inward Satisfaction ariſing from ſuch Reflec- 
tions with that which the Amuſements, Pomp 
and Vanities of the World can afford, and then 
he yourſelves the Judges who are they, that make 
the beſt Uſe of their Riches, and reap the trueſt 
Comfort and Happineſs from them The out · 
ward Shew and Splendor of the World may daz- 
2le the Multitude, and give them a yain Opinion 
of our Wealth and Happineſs, but it is only a cha» 
_ _ ritable Employment of our Wealth that can make 
us feel ourſelves rich and happy within We 


are uſually ready enough on all other Occaſions 
to magnify our Circumſtances, and give the 


World an higher Opinion of them Let us 


not then affect to under-rate and conceal them 
in the only Inſtance, where our Vanity may wear 
even the Face of Vertue Let us not ther only 
plead Poverty and Inability, when: we are called 
upon to make the beſt Uſe of our Wealth and 
en by ſupplying the Wants and Ne- 

: | ceſſities 


ö 


| [ 
, ü 


00 15 ] 
cellities of our Fellow-Crodtideess but let us 


adore the Goodneſs of Providence, in giving us 


ſuch Opportunities to attone by bis n 
frequent Abuſe of them in other Inſtances. 


Taar in Acts of Charly colt the 9 
acceptable Returns we can make to God, we 


may learn even from the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, 
under which. though God, in Condeſcenſion to 


ple. was . of their colly Saen. 


fices and pompous Ceremonies of Worſhip,. yet 


he was continually warning them by his Pro- 


phets, that ſo far were theſe from being pleafing, | 
they were an Abomination to him, unleſs thoſe 


: who offered them, likewiſe learned fo relieve the 
Poor, to judge the Fatherls fo, and plead for the 
idw. And we muſt be utter Strangers to 


the whole Genius and Deſign of Chriſt's Reli- ; 
gion, if we are not fully convinced, 22 


hope: to be Partakers of his Pramiles, metz we | 
| carefully cultivate. [the Principles , of univerſal | 


Love and Charity in our Hearts, and conſtantly 
| _ our Practioe by them. The Chriſtian 


Religion 


. s k f 5 
2 ſ:ßꝓꝓꝓ——————;ẽ K—ĩ—y — 
” 
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C 261 
Religion is a Diſpenſation full of Love and 
Mercy; upon theſe is it founded, in theſe is it 


perfected By this, ſays our ee Ball all 


Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye baue 
Love one for another And in the Account 

he gives of what will be his Method of pro- 

ceeding in the Day of Judgment, he expreſlly 
declares, that the main Article of Enquiry will 
be, how far we have obſerved or neglected theſe 
great Duties of Love and Mercy Then ſhall 
the King ſa ay to them on his Right. Hand, Come 

ye Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom pre- 

1 pared for you from the Beginning of the 77 orld, 
Ver I was hungry, and ye gave me Meat ; I was. 

| thirſty, and ye gave me Drink; Twas a Stran- 

1 ger, and ye took me in; naked, and ye clothed me; 

| I was ick, and ye viſited me; Verity Le unto You, 

| inaſmuch as ye have done it unto the kaft of 

5 theſe Cy Brethren, ye have done it unto me 

And exactly agreeable to his Precepts and Doc- 
trine, was his own Behaviour: It was his whole 
Buſineſs fo go about doing Good, givin g Sight to 
the” Blind ; Hearing to the Deaf; Strength and 
Agility to the Lame and Decripped ; healing the 
Sick, and inſtructing the Ignorant. | Such 


li 17 ] 
Sveti is our Warrant for pronouncing Acts of 
Charity to be the moſt acceptable Returns we 


ean make to Him, from whom come all Things 
And ſuch the Encouragement to offer thin 


lingly to him of bir own: 


 Tavs every Argument * can be ſuggrited 


to us by Nature, Reaſn, or Experience, by our 
Hopes and Fears, by our Love of inward Appro- 


batipn, or outward Credit in this World; or by 


our Deſires of Bliſs and Glory in the World to 


come, all conſpire to inforce this . Duty 


of Charity and Compaſſion, 


sive Fong it appears to — « Bury | incum- 
bent upon us, both as Cbri Miaus, and as Men, 
do aſſiſt, according to our Abilities, in dini. 
5 1 the pu blic Stock of Miſery, and 2 
ing the public Stock of Eaſe and Happineſs i in 


the World; and fince it is not in the Power of 


any one to affiſt 2% that are in Want and'Dif- 


treſs; it will be the Aim and Study of the truly 
benevolent Man to apply and direct his- Charity 


oe * Wy 


4 [ 18 ] 
in ſuch a Manner as will aſſiſt the not. He 
. will (according to the Plalmiſt's Obſervation). be 
not only merciful and liberal, but will guide his 
4 Fairs with Diſcretion with Diſcretion in 
regard to himſelf; by Moderation in his unheceſ- 
fary Expences; by Temperance in his Pleaſures ; ; 
and by ſuch Prudence and Oeconomy in the 
Management of his Fortunes, as will enable him 
- chearfully and wiltimgly to beſtow ſome Part of 
them in relieving the Diſtreſſes and Wants of 
- thoſe around him With Diſcretion in regard 
to others, by prudently chooſing the moſt pro- 
per Objects, and by purſuing- the moſt exten- 
five and effectual Method of relieving them. — 

If then a far greater Number of Objects under 
| every Species of Diſtreſs can be more ſpeedily, 
more properly, and more efe#ually relieved in 
theſe public Infirmaries, than could poſlibly be 


„ Fay 
W : „ . — 


By comparing the Printed Accou nts of ſeveral public Hoſ- 
pitals, the Expence 'of an Je- after is generally about fx 
 * Shillings per Week: But this Expence muſt-doubtleſs. be greater 
in ſmall Hoſpitals than in larger; and the preſent unuſual Dear- 
neſs of Proviſions muſt be taken into the Conſideration. . 
< . 85 done 
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4 by the ſame Number of charitable perſons | 
acting in their ſeparate Capacities, (a Truth | 


which I believe is not conteſted) ſurely chere 
cannot be a ſtronger Argument with every 
benevolent Man to _ ſupport, and enco ou our e 
them. 2 . 


errors indeed have been n to el 
bull Charities, on Account of the Pharifeital 
Pn and Oftentation with which they are 
conducted To thoſe (if any ſuch there ate} 
who, out of a ftigned Humility and real Want 
of Charity, make this Objection, the Anſwer is 
moſt -ſhort and obvious That in the very 
Nature of N Inſtitutions of this Kind muff 


ducted in a public Manner To thoſe; 'whd 


afe realy ſerious and ſincere in this Objection, the 
nities afforded them to contribute to the Aid and 
Bupport of this Charity in ſo ſeeret a Manner'# 


— — 


N. B. S for de U 'of the LE are 
placed in the Cathedral, in the Pariſh Churches, at the Infis. 
G the moſt frequented Inns in the City. 


that a 
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that even their Left-Hand need not * what 
their 485 Hand 1 EIT? 
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tutions with every ee Man, may be 
the Honour and Reputation, which are hereby 
reflected upon our Country — How much ſoever 
we may be ſunk in Reputation for Induſtry, 
Simplicity of Manners, and other Virtues, which 
formerly were the Characteriſticks of the Engliſh, 
yet ſtill we may challenge every Country in the 
World to produce greater, or more ſhining In- 
ſtances of public Charity and Munificence, than 
this can boaſt af How juſtly ſoever we may 
be reproached for Infidelity and Profaneneſs, for 
Neglect and Contempt of Religion, yet ſtill by 
God's Grace we retain this Mark and Evidence 
of: Chriſt's Kingdom being amongſt us, that the 
Blind receive their Sight, the Lame walk, the 
| ILepers are clanſed, and the Poor have the Goſpel 
preached to them——— Very excellent Things in this 
reſpect are till ſpoken of If then we have 
wy concern for our * Wie Wen, let us en- 


q 21 ] 

deavour, in our ſeveral Stations, and according 1 to 
our reſpective Abilities, to ſupport the Reputati- 5 
on, we have thus juſtly gained Nor i is our 

national Honour only concerned, but our national 
Peace and Welfare likewiſe For beſides the 
Number of Lives annually preſerved and rendered 
uſeful to the Public by theſe Infirmaries—befide 

this, I ſay, there i is a natural Tendency | in public | 

Charity and Beneyolence to promote public! Peace 
and Order When the loweſt of the People 

ſee your hoſpitable Gates ever open to receive and 
comfort them in their greateſt Diſtreſſes When 
they experience the Tenderneſs, Care, and Dili- 
gence, with which they are there attended 
when they enjoy many Advantages freely beſtow- 
ed upon them within your Walls, which the | 
Rich frequently cannot purchaſe to themſclves i in 
their own Houſes—Theſe Facts (for Facts un- 
doubtedly they are) are ſufficient to ſoften the moſt 
obdurate Hearts] into Gratitude; to ſtop their Mur- 
murs at the unequal Diſpenſations of Providence; ; 
N and to force them to confeſs that the Poor are not 
always forgotten, and _ that the patient Abiding of. 


8 Meek ſhall not peri j/þ——The Exattniſt, Re- 
„ 


[ 5} | 
gulority and Vier, with which they ts theſe 
| Charities condudted, can hardly fail to make them 

| ſenſible of the great Advantages ariſing t from De- 
cency. Order and D: Keipline, and to put them 
upon wiſhing and endeavouring to introduce and 
maintain ſomething « of the ſame Kind within their 
OWN- hittle F amilies. When. they are them- 
. ſelves Witneſſes of the Care and Attention, of | 
the Time and Expence, which Perſons of the 
| firſt Rank and Fortune williogly beſtow upon their. 
Comfort and Relief, they muſt by Degrees grow a 
aſbamad of their, wild Notions. of Equality and 
| Independance; they muſt ſee the Uſefulneſs and 
3 Neceflity of Subordination, and  Submiffion to 
| Superiors, and the Benefits that accrue to all 
from the various Circumſtances of Human Life.— 
Were allequally f rich and powerful, all would 
be equally poor and impotent, all would be miſe · 
rable and diftreſſed——F or in this Caſe to whom 
could an NA ano PPS for i and Protection — 


1 


are od” Fo them in thee nb of 
£5 N Adverſi 1 
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ht _muſt- leave ſome (it is to he hoped 
laſting) Impreſſions upon their Minds, and 
waken in them a livelier Senſe of their Duty to 
peortance it is beth to their temporal and sternal 
Happineſs, 10 tive foberly, righteoufly ant . godly 
for the future. To theſe public Benefits, which 
may. reaſonably be hoped for and expected from 
theſe Inſtitutions, give me Leave to add one 
more Conſideration of a ſtill more im portant 
Nature, which is, that we may, without an 
irreligious Preſumption, humbly hope that 
our public Charity may in ſome Meaſure cover 
the Multitude of our public Sins that our 
Alms may aſcend for a Memorial before God, 
and avert thoſe Puniſhments, which for our 
open Neglect of ſo many other Duties, we 
have too much Reaſon to fear. 


SENSIBLE then, as even the beſt of us muſt 
be, how much we every one add daily to the Sum 
of public Guilt, let it be our particular Care, 

in this Inſtance at t leaſt, to make ſome Atone- 
ment 


r - 
9 china * 


1 [ 24 ] 
ment, by adding likewiſe to the Sum of public 


| Vertue — 80 ſhall we approve ourſelves good 


and uſeful Members of our Country here; and 
ſhall, by cultivating theſe humane benevolent Diſ- 


poſitions, be daily fitting and preparing ourſelves 
for a heavenly Country, where Pity and Compaſ- 
ſion indeed will find no Objects, but where Love, 


Peace and univerſal Benevolence will flow from 


Heart to Heart thro' all Eternity. 


' The End of the SERMON. 
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| On: Jain: the —— 1 brug 


Gracious God, whoſe” Mercy is is” 
thy W orks, and whoſe Providence ſuper.” 
Cnc all ours, look down, w e beſee: 4 Thee, 
with Favour and Bleſſing gon this Undertaking S 
ſincerely i intended to promote thy Honour, te 

advance che Welfare of our Fellow C ae 
and to expreſs our Senſe of our Duty and De- 
pendance on | n Thee, Accept the Defighs, and 
ſtren gthen the Hands, of all that are engaged 
in this Work of Love and Piety. Improve the 
Diſpoſitions, direct the Counſels, and proſper the 

Labours of” thoſe who are inſtrumental in mak 


in og a Provifion for the Relief of the Diſtreſſed 
„ may 


- ( 26 ] 
and Friendleſs. Confirm the Zeal of thoſe who 
think it their Privilege to imitate thy gracious” 
Love to Mankind, and to be inſtrumental in 
doing Good to their Brethren; and awaken the 
like grateful Regard to Thee, and the like Ten- 
dergeſs to them, in all thoſe whom thy Provi- 
dence has preſerved from Diſtreſs, or to whom 
Thou haſt granted the comfortable Means of 
Aſſiſtance under it, - And whilſt- we are uſing 
the Means which thy Providence has enabled, 
and thy Grace has diſpoſed us to uſe: for the Ser- 
vice of thoſe who, moſt want, and are leaſt able to 
obtain it in; any other, Method, bleſs the proper 
A pplication,« of thy good Gifts, and grant that we 
may ſee. and others may reap, the Benefit. of 
bat happy Effects of this Undertaking. Grant 
that the Labour of this Day. may prove the 
Foundation of the moſt extenſive Blefling gs, both 
jeraporal. and . to he moſt 1. 555 
Nations Superſtition 275 I gnorance direct wron vg. 
Rules of Conduct, or miſapply the beſt, and 
thereby inercaſe, inſtead of alleviating, the Mi, 
$ feries af d, the. Bengt of thy | holy Re. 


ligion, | 


* 
— 


ion, rightly underſtood and faithfully profil” > 
in we denen e ys 1 dine | 
1 of all i ot ' us. Gant that Jeſs 1. 
Chriſt being the chief Corner-Stone of our 
Faith apd Practice. we may theroop. build rtio-— 
nal Devotion, univerſal Love, and uniform Pu- 5 "1 


* N - vw #. 


* rity; that under thy gracious” Pb d "Wha - 


26 


. preſent: Lift, and may paſs. from it to Stats, 1 
where; there will be no farthar Diſtruſſes tu al- 5 


That when our ;jcarthly:Houſs uf this 
Tabernacle ſhall be diſſalved, we may havabs: 5 | 1 
with Thee, O God, an Houſe not made 5 „* 
_.with- Hands, eternal ieee | f 
Sir N Lords: che Sake of thy Son, our 8 4 
| Gaviour, Jeſus Chriſt. Amꝶ n. 
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; Reſolved, Nene Contrad 0 | 7 7811 


HAT the. Thanks of this eaters Meet- 3 
ing be given to the Rev. Pr. DoW EI L, 
for'chevirih in Compliance willi theo Requeſt of 


the Society, compoſed the Prayer to be this Day 
uſed, on laying the. Foundation Stone of the Infir- 


. 


mary and that he: be deſired to permit the ſanie 


tage: E Dean of — Sermon. 


„„ NOR; ; Prefident, | 
| ic wil e » 
By n of . the Governors, . 

Jon Tunes, Secretary. 14 
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